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Cometh.’’ Over the next half century, 
he embarked on a career that included 
Broadway, television, and movies. He 
received two Academy Award nomina-
tions for best supporting actor for roles 
in ‘‘Murder, Inc.’’ and ‘‘Pocketful of 
Miracles.’’ In 1962, he won the first of 
five Emmys for a role in ‘‘The Dick 
Powell Show.’’ 

Mr. Falk became a household name 
in 1971 for his title role in the detective 
series, ‘‘Columbo.’’ His portrayal of the 
iconoclastic Los Angeles Police De-
partment homicide detective made the 
character one of the most memorable 
and beloved in television history. 
Columbo placed 7th in TV Guide’s 1999 
ranking of ‘‘TV’s Fifty Greatest Char-
acters Ever.’’ 

Mr. Falk’s legendary career and his 
many successes on stage, the small 
screen and the silver screen high-
lighted his talents as an actor. A con-
summate professional, his love for per-
formance and acting brought joy to 
generations of fans across the world. 
He will be missed. 

I send my deepest sympathies to his 
family, especially to his wife Shera, 
and daughters Catherine and Jackie.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING VIRGINIA WAGNER 

∑ Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, our 
State of Mississippi lost one of its fin-
est citizens when Virginia Wagner of 
Bay St. Louis died last week. 

I ask that the article entitled ‘‘Vir-
ginia Wagner Left Legacy of Gen-
erosity’’ which was posted by the Sun 
Herald in Gulfport, MS, be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The article is an excellent tribute to 
the life and legacy of one of our State’s 
finest citizens. 

She and her family are in our 
thoughts and prayers. 

The information follows. 
VIRGINIA WAGNER LEFT LEGACY OF 

GENEROSITY 
(By Michael Newsom) 

Bay St. Louis resident Virginia Wagner— 
member of a prominent Hancock County 
family known for good deeds—died Monday. 
Friends said she left her own legacy of gen-
erosity. 

Wagner was the daughter of Leo W. Seal 
Sr. and Rebecca Baxter Seal, and also the 
younger sister of the late Leo W. Seal Jr., a 
well known Coast philanthropist, business-
man and community leader. Wagner, 81, died 
Monday morning, a few days after a fall at 
her home. Her husband, Fred Wagner, said 
his ‘‘extraordinary’’ wife spent her life help-
ing others. 

‘‘She was from a distinguished family who 
valued public service and helping other peo-
ple and looking for opportunities to be re-
sponsible citizens,’’ he said. ‘‘There was a 
heritage of that in her family. Her brother 
was very much that way and her mother and 
father were very much that way. She con-
stantly was interested in and concerned 
about others. You don’t see that kind of phi-
losophy often. A great part of it was her spir-
itual heritage and her faith. She was a com-
mitted Christian.’’ 

Fred and Virginia met in the early 1950s 
when they both lived in New Orleans. A mu-
tual friend introduced them and 57 years 
after their marriage, Fred Wagner remem-

bered his wife Monday when speaking to the 
Sun Herald as ‘‘absolutely the most wonder-
ful wife any man could ask for’’ and ‘‘a won-
derful mother to our children.’’ 

Her daughter, Lisa Yearwood, said that 
even into her 80s, Virginia Wagner kept a so-
cial calendar that would rival most people 60 
years younger. She kept recent letters from 
her mother that laid out her entire week’s 
plans that involved meetings, charity work 
and other engagements. The writings serve 
as a testament to her tirelessness. 

‘‘She was not a typical 81-year-old lady,’’ 
Yearwood said. 

Yearwood said she would remember her 
mother for the way she treated others— 
something she tries to mimic. 

‘‘She was amazingly welcoming and hos-
pitable,’’ Yearwood said. ‘‘That was across 
the board. Whether that was with a waiter in 
a restaurant or people in Washington, it 
didn’t matter. She was incredibly loving and 
welcoming and I hope I picked that up from 
her.’’ 

She kept a busy schedule. In May, Wagner 
worked a booth at the Bay Bridge Fest sell-
ing T-shirts, despite the sweltering tempera-
tures. She was a member of Gulf Coast Bless-
ings, a women’s Bible study group. Years 
ago, Wagner and others began teaching chil-
dren how to swim and that evolved into a 
swim team that competed in events across 
the state. She was also an avid tennis player 
in the 1950s and 1960s—at a time when her 
husband said there weren’t many others on 
the Coast playing the sport. She worked as a 
chaperone for the Miss USA pageant when it 
was held on the Coast for several years in 
the late 1970s and early 1980s. 

Virginia Wagner also organized a Mardi 
Gras marching club known as ‘‘The March-
ing Fools From Istanbul’’ and she carried a 
silver whistle that helped her keep the group 
in line. 

‘‘She was a fun person and she was always 
in charge,’’ Fred Wagner said. 

Friend Carrie Rester said she will remem-
ber Virginia Wagner’s generosity and ‘‘giving 
heart.’’ 

‘‘She loved people and wanted to share 
that love whether it was with a birthday 
card, inviting people into her home, deliv-
ering a treat she made or checking in by 
phone or email,’’ Rester said. ‘‘She was al-
ways thinking about others, going the extra 
mile for her friends and family.’’∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 

The following bill was read the first 
time: 

S. 1326. A bill to implement the President’s 
request to increase the statutory limit on 
the public debt. 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mrs. BOXER (for herself, Mr. VIT-
TER, and Mr. BLUMENTHAL): 

S. 1324. A bill to amend the Lacey Act 
Amendments of 1981 to prohibit the importa-
tion, exportation, transportation, and sale, 
receipt, acquisition, or purchase in inter-
state or foreign commerce, of any live ani-
mal of any prohibited wildlife species, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works. 

By Ms. LANDRIEU: 
S. 1325. A bill to direct the Secretary of the 

Interior to study the suitability and feasi-
bility of designating sites in the Lower Mis-
sissippi River Area in the State of Louisiana 
as a unit of the National Park System, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. PAUL: 
S. 1326. A bill to implement the President’s 

request to increase the statutory limit on 
the public debt; read the first time. 

By Mr. HATCH: 
S. 1327. A bill to amend the Act of March 

1, 1933, to transfer certain authority and re-
sources to the Utah Dineh Corporation, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on In-
dian Affairs. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 44 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 44, a bill to amend part D 
of title XVIII of the Social Security 
Act to require the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services to negotiate cov-
ered part D drug prices on behalf of 
Medicare beneficiaries. 

S. 148 
At the request of Mr. VITTER, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. 
HELLER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
148, a bill to repeal the provision of law 
that provides automatic pay adjust-
ments for Members of Congress. 

S. 274 
At the request of Mrs. HAGAN, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 274, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to expand ac-
cess to medication therapy manage-
ment services under the Medicare pre-
scription drug program. 

S. 556 
At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
CHAMBLISS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 556, a bill to amend the securities 
laws to establish certain thresholds for 
shareholder registration, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 672 
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER, 

the names of the Senator from Virginia 
(Mr. WEBB) and the Senator from Illi-
nois (Mr. KIRK) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 672, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend and 
modify the railroad track maintenance 
credit. 
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